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Office of the Secretary of Transportation § 7.25

Subpart B—General

§ 7.11 Administration of part.
Except as provided in subpart H of

this part, authority to administer this
part in connection with the records of
the Office of the Secretary (including
the Office of the Inspector General) and
to issue determinations with respect to
initial requests for such records under
this part is delegated to the Assistant
General Counsel for Environmental,
Civil Rights and General Law. Author-
ity to administer this part in connec-
tion with records of each operating ele-
ment is delegated to each Adminis-
trator, who may redelegate to officers
of that element the authority to ad-
minister this part in connection with
defined groups of records. However,
each Administrator may redelegate the
duties under subpart H of this part to
consider appeals of initial denials of re-
quests for records only to his or her
deputy or to not more then one other
officer who reports directly to the Ad-
ministrator and who is located at the
headquarters of that operating ele-
ment.

[53 FR 30268, Aug. 11, 1988, as amended at 59
FR 10061, Mar. 3, 1994]

§ 7.13 Records containing both avail-
able and unavailable information.

If a record contains information that
the Department determines cannot be
disclosed, but also contains reasonably
segregable information that may not
be withheld, the latter information
shall be made available.

§ 7.15 Protection of records.
(a) No person may, without permis-

sion, remove any record made available
to him or her for inspection and copy-
ing under this part from the place
where it is made available. In addition,
no person may steal, alter, mutilate,
obliterate or destroy, in whole or in
part, such a record.

(b) Section 641 of title 18 of the Unit-
ed States Code provides, in pertinent
part, for criminal penalties for embez-
zlement or theft of government
records.

(c) Section 2071 of title 18 of the Unit-
ed States Code provides, in pertinent
part, for criminal penalties for the

willful and unlawful concealment, mu-
tilation or destruction of, or the at-
tempt to conceal, mutilate or destroy,
government records.

Subpart C—Time Limits

§ 7.21 Initial determination.

An initial determination whether to
release a record requested pursuant to
subpart F shall be made within ten
working days after the request is re-
ceived by the appropriate office in ac-
cordance with section 7.53, except that
this time limit may be extended by up
to ten working days in accordance with
§ 7.25. The person making the request
will be notified immediately of such
determination. If the determination is
to grant the request, the desired record
shall be made available as promptly as
possible. If the determination is to
deny the request the person making
the request shall be notified in writing,
at the same time he or she is notified
of such determination, of the reason
for the determination; the right of such
person to appeal the determination;
and the name and title of each person
responsible for the initial determina-
tion to deny the request.

§ 7.23 Final determination.

A determination with respect to any
appeal made pursuant to § 7.81 shall be
made within twenty working days after
receipt of such appeal except that this
time limit may be extended by up to
ten working days in accordance with
§ 7.25. The person making the request
will be notified immediately of such
determination, pursuant to § 7.81 of this
part.

§ 7.25 Extension.

In unusual circumstances as specified
in this section, the time limits pre-
scribed in § 7.21 and § 7.23 may be ex-
tended by written notice to the person
making the request setting forth the
reasons for such extension and the date
on which a determination is expected
to be dispatched. Such notice may not
specify a date that would result in a
cumulative extension of more than ten
working days. As used in this subpara-
graph, unusual circumstances means,
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